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May22 2nd. 2 metre walking DF Hunt. Starts at 7:30pm LWVH Car Park 
May 25 (Sat. 2:30pm) Visit to Vintage Wireless Museum of Ben Nock G4BXD, Kidderminster 
May 29 B-B-Q, LWVH Field. Meals by TICKET to avoid any disappointment this time 
June 5 Committee Meeting & GX3ZME on-the-air HF/VHF 
June 12 VHF NFD and 50 MHz Trophy events planning 
June 15/16 (w/e) 50 MHz Trophy Contest G3ZME/P. i/c Simon GOUFE 
June 19 Portable in the Field (Little Wenlock Village Field—next to The Huntsman) 
June 22 = “Blitz Hill” at Blists Hill Museum, Madeley 18-21 hours. The Home Front in the 1940s. 
June 22-23 (w/e) GX6ZME/P Museums on the Air weekend @ Ironbridge Gorge. i/c 2EOCHV & MOJZH 
June 26 ~—_— Boat Trip on The Hafren at Ironbridge Wharf. (if sufficient numbers—see inside) 
July 3 Committee Meeting & GX3ZME on-the-air HF/VHF 
July 6-7 (w/e) VHF NFD, Long Mynd (to be confirmed). Set-up 10:30am 
July 10 (provisional) Aerial Circus—RSGB Centenary Presentation. Date t.b.c. 
3rd. 2 metre walking DF Hunt. Starts at 7:30pm LWVH Car Park 
Steam Railways—Brian G6UDxX. Details provisional 
July 31 The Portable Season 2013 in Review. Bring pictures, notes etc to share with Members. 
For Amateur Radio Exam Training—enquiries to Mike G3JKX (01952 299677) 


For Morse Training and Morse Proficiency Tests Martyn G3UKV or Eric MOKZB. 
For Equipment Loans & Returns contact Simon 2EOCHV or Kevin G8UPF 


Radio Amateur Exams- Latest: www.tdars.org.uk/html/training.html 


VILLAGE HALL, MALTHOUSE BANK, LITTLE WENLOCK, TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE. TF6 5BG 


Just for a change, the Editorial is about this photo. As they say, a picture can tell a thousand words. 
This is the hub of the GB3TF and GB3ZME station at TDARS, but some words of explanation are needed 
to interpret the photo ::: 
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As you can see, lots of wires, cables, boxes and heat sinks. GB3TF has been operational since January 
1992, whilst the 2.3, 3.4, 5.7 and 24 GHz propagation beacons have come on air in turn May 2013, 
December 2002, January 2004 and June 2001 respectively. We are indeed grateful to the RSGB, Of(COM 
and not least to Little Wenlock Village Hall Committee for making these stations and their essential out- 
side antennae possible. Also the funding and support by TDARS—ie its members. There have been 
numerous trials and tribulations along the way, particularly in getting the licence for the latest addition 
on the 2.3 GHz band recently, but we’ve arrived! As always, there are planned improvements, but 
these five stations are something of which we can be proud, as they provide a valuable service to the 
amateur radio fraternity. MIV 
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TDARS MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY AT LITTLE WENLOCK 
VILLAGE HALL UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE 
ON THE FRONT PAGE PROGRAMME. 
ROOM BOOKED FROM 7PM - 10PM. 
MEETINGS USUALLY COMMENCE AT 8PM 
et Please return borrowed equipment promptly 


“ramen 

The AGM at the end of March went ahead smoothly, with only a few changes on the Com- 
mittee (see page 2). As Chairman, Derek reported a very successful past year, because of ‘growing 
enthusiasm’ by Members, and a successful handover of the TDARS website to Rob MOTOY. Don 
MOFHM was thanked for his sterling service in running the website for many, many years. Also Foun- 
dation, Intermediate and Advanced exam candidates had a 100% pass rate during the year, thanks to 
the hard work by candidates, and in particular Mike G3JKX and Richy MORKY as tutors. Subscriptions 
remain un-changed (again) and are £28 p.a., £22 non-earners and £14 full-time students. If you’ve 
not already paid, please settle up with Jim G8UGL as soon as possible. Make sure you have your 
Membership card renewed (or replaced) by Jim as this is now required when borrowing club 
equipment. Club funds remain in a healthy condition. Finally, Bob MORJS proposed a vote of thanks 
to the out-going committee. 

Please remember to put 50p in the kitty if you have a cup of tea/coffee on a Wednesday night. 
Lately, funds received have not matched numbers of mugs washed up ! There’s no such thing as a 
free lunch (or mug of coffee). 


The boat trip (Wed. June 26th) aboard ’Hafren’ is dependent on sufficient numbers wishing to 


take the trip. We need at least 20 members (incl. friends/family) to cover costs, which is £10 per 
adult for the 45 minute trip. The ‘Hafren’ starts from the lronbridge wharf, which is in Dale End Park. 
Free car parking (after 7pm) is nearby. Please let Derek ‘EYX or Martyn ‘UKV know who is coming by 
Wednesday June 12th latest—a fortnight before the proposed trip. 


There may be a problem with our usual VHF NFD portable site on top of Long Mynd (lO82NN). 
The date of NFD is the weekend 6/7th July. After last year’s heavy rainfall, the heather is exception- 
ally high, and may not be suitable for tenting. The same site is also usually used for the 50 MHz 
Trophy on June 15/16th, so that could also be problematic. Suitable alternatives are in the 
pipeline—so as they say, watch this space. 


LAST CALL for the visit to the Military Wireless Museum in Kidderminster, 
on Saturday 25th May. Arrive at the venue by 2:30pm. If we need to split into 


two or more groups, this will be arranged at that time. There is good shopping in 
the town for family members not interested in the tour, as well as a very pleasant 
walk around the canal area in the centre of Kidderminster. Contact Martyn 
G3UKV for further details, including the actual museum address. 


The various TDARS Trophies were distributed at the AGM by Derek GOEYX, our Chairman. 
Jack Hassall Trophy: (greatest contribution to the Society in previous year) to Simon 2EOCHV. The 
Syd Poole Trophy: ( operating on-the-air in the best traditions of amateur radio) to John MOJZH. 
Construction Prize trophy: to Martyn G3UKV (472KHz transmitter). Beginners’ Construction Trophy: 
not presented—no valid entries. Under a Fiver Construction: Norman GOASP (elec. Keyer) 
Direction Finding Trophy: Richy MORKY & The Terriers. Kippure Trophy: (wooden spoon award) 
Martyn G3UKV and Mike G4NKC (for blowing up TWO FT817s in under 5 minutes when portable). 


Another Silent Key to report—that of Ray Johnstone G3XQL who died on 25 April, aged 79. He 
was a committee member of the Wrekin Amateur Radio Society in the 1970s before the name-change 
to Telford &DARS. He was rarely heard on the airwaves, but memories of an enjoyable WARS Bonfire 
Night one November evening at his home in Withington come to mind. He and his wife Margaret 
were excellent hosts and Ray was a kind and thoughtful gentleman, who contributed much in the 
early days of the Society. He leaves behind his wife Margaret and two daughters. 


Photos of the recent Table Top Sale at TDARS. 


AGM Trophy presentation Pictures 
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( Coded to protect the innocent ) 


GB100TMD and GBS8MD in Tywyn: 20th April 2013 
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100 years of radio in Tywyn 
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How to be sure your Multi-Meter is (fairly) accurate by Eric MOKZB 


It was part of my job to see that all our engineers using Multi-Meters, Frequency Meters, Oscilloscopes 
etc (there were hundreds of each), were calibrated and kept up to date and on a register for ISO 
purposes; not an easy job for my team and 1 ina fully working factory environment. It was nothing less 
than a nightmare at times. 

But, what about your Multi-Meter? 

When you use your Multi-Meter to measure a component, how sure are you that your Meter is accurate 
enough to measure the component? The easiest way to check it is to see if it is in the same percentage 
category of the component you are measuring. That could be plus or minus 10% or more. But there is a 
more accurate and cheaper method to overcome this problem. 

Consider the following:- 


Let’s start with resistance. Firstly you need to select a mid range on your Meter, OK - your Meter may 
have six ranges 200 ohm 2 K, 20 K, 200 K, 2 M 20 M (or thereabouts). 

From the higher range choose the 200 K (0 to 200 K), now, the mid range of that is 100 K (so far, so 
good). Now, multiply 100 K X 3 = 300 K. We now need 3 X 300 K resistors, the only stipulation is that 
they must be 1% tolerant or in the E96 range of resistors. These components are very cheap today (only 
pence) and can easily be bought from places like Maplin; Yes, | know, some of you are reluctant to shop 
at Maplin, but where else are you likely to obtain that all important ‘must have’ component to finish off 
a project on a Sunday morning; Farnell/CPC are OK too, if time is of no importance. 

Having acquired said resistors, you should connect them in Mi — 
parallel; with luck these should measure 100 K. But not only 
that, they will be well inside the one per cent tolerance rate 
coded on the component. All you have to do now is to measure 
the resistors with the 200 K range of your Meter. Firstly, switch 
your meter on for 2-3 minutes, (not too long in case it auto 
switches off), note what difference (if any) is showing on your 
Meter; this difference should then be written on the meter face 
next to the range, + or — whatever, with a fine tip marker pen 
(the type for marking CDs is ideal) so that you now know at a 
glance, what to add or subtract from your Meter’s reading. 
Please do not attempt to adjust your Meter internally, unless 
you know what you’re doing, leave well alone. 

The above can also be used for capacitance, but be aware that 
capacitors should be connected in series and not parallel for the 
equivalent component test. 

In both cases this will only give you the difference at the centre 
of the Meter; it may, or may not, fall off towards either end. If you want your Meter to be accurate 
across the board, you should use the above sequence, but with the appropriate resistors for each mid 
range. For even more accuracy you could use the E192 range of resistors with less than a half per cent 
tolerance, although less than 1% is ample. 

Regards, Eric MOKZB. 
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Salop ARS is 50 years old this year, and is having a celebration meal on Saturday 27th July 
at the Lord Hill Hotel in Shrewsbury. All are welcome. Tickets cost £28 for a three course meal. 


Details and Tickets from lilredfrog45@qmail.com 


Further pictures from Tywyn April 2013: GB100TMD and GB8MD 


Nearly ready— Friday afternoon. Another 5 or 6 join later 


Tet some of Simon’s (G6SHI) gear he brought Centenary cake-cutting (inset above) . Simon and neighbour Jean 


General site picture. Marconi Cottages in background 
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THANKS for Newsletter input this time from Eric MOKZB, Bob MORJS, Rob MOTOY, Dave 
G8VZT. Newsletter 258 will be prepared in early July. More items please ... 


